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The first work of Marxism: CU Short Version

DEFECTS OF MATERIALISM

#1 “The main defect of... materialism... [is that it is not conceived] as
human sensuous activity, practice; not subjectively.”

#2 “The question whether objective truth can be attributed to human
thinking is not a question of theory but is a practical question. Man
must prove the truth... in practice.”

#3 “The materialist doctrine that men are products of circumstances
and upbringing, forgets that it is men who change circumstances”

#6 “..the essence of man is... the ensemble of the social relations.”
#8 “All social life is essentially practical.”

#10 “The standpoint of the old materialism is bourgeois society; the
standpoint of the new is human society or social humanity.”

#11 “The point is to change the world.”

“the proletariat cannot transcend itself without the realization of philosophy.”

Karl Marx, Intro to Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, 1844




Beginning of Introduction to a Contribution to a

Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right

Karl Marx, Deutsch-Franzosische Jahrbucher, February, 1844

For Germany, the criticism of religion has been essentially completed, and the
criticism of religion is the prerequisite of all criticism.

The profane existence of error is compromised as soon as its heavenly oratio pro
aris et focis [“speech for the altars and hearths”] has been refuted. Man, who has
found only the reflection of himself in the fantastic reality of heaven, where he
sought a superman, will no longer feel disposed to find the mere appearance of
himself, the non-man [“Unmensch”], where he seeks and must seek his true reality.

The foundation of irreligious criticism is: Man makes religion, religion does not
make man.

Religion is, indeed, the self-consciousness and self-esteem of man who has either
not yet won through to himself, or has already lost himself again. But, man is no
abstract being squatting outside the world. Man is the world of man — state,
society. This state and this society produce religion, which is an inverted
consciousness of the world, because they are an inverted world. Religion is the
general theory of this world, its encyclopaedic compendium, its logic in popular
form, its spiritual point d'honneur, its enthusiasm, its moral sanction, its solemn
complement, and its universal basis of consolation and justification. It is the
fantastic realization of the human essence since the human essence has not
acquired any true reality. The struggle against religion is, therefore, indirectly the
struggle against that world whose spiritual aroma is religion.

Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real suffering and
a protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the
heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the
people.

The abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of the people is the demand for
their real happiness. To call on them to give up their illusions about their condition
is to call on them to give up a condition that requires illusions. The criticism of
religion is, therefore, in embryo, the criticism of that vale of tears of which religion
is the halo.



Criticism has plucked the imaginary flowers on the chain not in order that man shall
continue to bear that chain without fantasy or consolation, but so that he shall
throw off the chain and pluck the living flower. The criticism of religion disillusions
man, so that he will think, act, and fashion his reality like a man who has discarded
his illusions and regained his senses, so that he will move around himself as his own
true Sun. Religion is only the illusory Sun which revolves around man as long as he
does not revolve around himself.

It is, therefore, the task of history, once the other-world of truth has vanished, to
establish the truth of this world. It is the immediate task of philosophy, which is in
the service of history, to unmask self-estrangement in its unholy forms once the
holy form of human self-estrangement has been unmasked. Thus, the criticism of
Heaven turns into the criticism of Earth, the criticism of religion into the criticism of
law, and the criticism of theology into the criticism of politics.

Two books containing “criticism of religion”, which Karl Marx knew about and which
had caused great controversy in Germany in the preceding years were:

The Life of Jesus, Critically Examined, David Strauss, 1835

The Essence of Christianity, Ludwig Feuerbach, 1841

Read the whole document at:

http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-hpr/intro.htm



http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1843/critique-hpr/intro.htm

Spinoza

Baruch Spinoza, 1632-1677

The Hammer

“As far as the 'method for finding out the truth'is concerned, the matter stands on
the same footing as the making of material tools.... For, in order to work iron, a
hammer is needed, and the hammer cannot be forthcoming unless it has been
made; but, in order to make it, there was need of another hammer and other tools,
and so on to infinity. We might thus vainly endeavour to prove that men have no
power of working iron.

“But as men at first made use of the instruments supplied by nature to accomplish
very easy pieces of workmanship, laboriously and imperfectly, and then, when these
were finished, wrought other things more difficult with less labour and greater
perfection. . .. So, in like manner, the intellect, by its native strength, makes for itself
intellectual instruments, whereby it acquires strength for performing other in-
tellectual operations, and from these operations gets again fresh instruments, or the
power of pushing its investigations further, and thus gradually proceeds till it
reaches the summit of wisdom.”

B. de Spinoza (1632-1677)

Improvement of the Understanding, Ethics and Correspondence



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinoza

